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Important Information for Prospective Student 
Members 
At The Inner Temple, we are committed to providing prospective Bar Course students with 
transparent information and statistics to assist them in making an informed decision 
about their prospects. Prior to undertaking the significant financial commitment involved 
in training for the Bar, you should make every effort to research the qualifications and 
characteristics needed to be successful.  

Being a barrister can be an extremely rewarding career if you: 

 have a high level of intellectual ability
 are articulate in written and spoken English
 can think and communicate under pressure
 have determination and stamina

It is important that anyone who embarks on a career at the Bar is aware of the level of 
competition involved in securing a permanent position in the profession. As you will be 
aware, successful completion of pupillage is required to obtain a practising certificate at 
the Bar of England and Wales. Pupillages are highly competitive to obtain and limited in 
number. There were around 400 pupillages overall last year. It is estimated that 40% of 
UK/EU nationals who successfully complete the Bar Course will eventually secure a 
pupillage in England and Wales.  

While pupils increasingly come from a diverse set of backgrounds, one factor remains the 
same: high academic merit is key to securing pupillage. The majority of students who 
secure a pupillage achieved at least an upper second class (2:1 in the UK) in their 
undergraduate degree as well as high A-level grades. In addition, successful candidates will 
have undertaken a number of mini-pupillages in Chambers or Employed Bar organisations 
and participated in relevant extra-curricular activities. Work experience and suitable 
extenuating circumstances may also be taken into consideration. Of Inner Temple pupils 
last year, 90% had gained a 2:1 or First in their undergraduate degree. Those pupils who 
had gained a 2:2 in their undergraduate degree were mainly mature candidates with several 
years of work experience. 

The Inn believes it is essential that student members and prospective student members are 
mindful of these success rates. Should you wish to discuss, please do not hesitate to 
contact Stephanie Baughan, Widening Access Manager, on +44(0)20 7797 8262, or email 
sbaughan@innertemple.org.uk.  

mailto:dmortimer@innertemple.org.uk
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