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Participant Information Sheet
Legal Professionals’ Perceptions of Expert Witnesses Credibility 

Invitation to research 
My name is Aimee Sutton, and I am a MSc Forensic Psychology student at Manchester Metropolitan University. This research project is my MSc dissertation, conducted under the supervision of a member of academic staff within the Department of Psychology at Manchester Metropolitan University. The study is not externally funded. 
You are invited to take part in a research study exploring how legal professionals evaluate the credibility of forensic psychology expert witnesses in criminal trials. 

Why have I been invited?  
You have been invited because you are a current or former barrister or criminal solicitor with experience working on criminal cases involving expert witnesses. 
The study aims to recruit 10 legal professionals to take part in a vignette task and a short follow-up interview. You were identified either through publicly available professional contact information, professional networks, or via a gatekeeper who shared an approved informal message to gauge interest in participation. 

Do I have to take part? 
No, participation is completely voluntary. You may withdraw from the study at any time without giving a reason. 
If you are completing the vignette online, you may withdraw by closing your browser before submitting your responses. Once responses have been submitted, they cannot be withdrawn as the data will be anonymised and will no longer be identifiable. 
If you take part in the interview, you may withdraw your data up to two weeks after your interview. After this time, transcripts will be anonymised and it will not be possible to identify or remove data. 

What will I be asked to do?  
If you agree to take part, you will be asked to:
1. Read a short fictional criminal case vignette presented online via Qualtrics 
2. Complete a credibility rating cale (Witness Credibility Scale) based on the expert witness described in the vignette 
3. Provide brief demographic information (i.e. profession, years of experience, age and gender)
4. Take part in a semi-structured interview (approx. 15-30 minutes) to discuss:
· Reasons behind your credibility ratings 
· Factors and characteristics influencing credibility judgements 
· Difference between jury and judge-only trials 
The interview will be conducted via Microsoft Teams, telephone, or in-person, depending on your preference. Interviews will be audio-recorded with your consent. 
The total time commitment is approximately 30-45 minutes.

Are there any risks if I participate?
The study poses minimal risk. You will not be asked to disclose confidential case details. However, you may decline to answer any question and may stop the interview at any time. 
Are there any advantages if I participate? 
There are no direct personal benefits. However, your participation will contribute to research aimed at improving understanding of how expert witnesses are evaluated in criminal courts, which may inform expert preparation and professional practice. 
Informed consent
After reading this Participation Information Sheet, you will be asked to complete a consent form before taking part.
The consent form will require you to confirm that:
· You have read and understood the Participation Information sheet for this study
· You understand that your participation is voluntary and that you can withdraw at any time before demitting your responses or during the interview
· You consent to the audio recorded of the interview 
· You understand how your data will be collected, used, stored securely and handled in accordance with GDPR and university policies 
If you do not provide consent, you will not be able to participate. 
Audio recordings will be used solely for transcription and analysis purposes. Recordings will not be used in publications, broadcast or public archives. 


What information about me will you collect and why?
The study will collect:
· Demographic information (profession, years of experience, age, gender)
· Credibility ratings from the vignette task
· Audio recordings and interview transcripts 
This information is required to:
· Analyse patterns in credibility judgements 
· Explore themes in legal professionals’ perceptions of expert witnesses 

How will my information be stored and how will you look after it? 
All data will be handled in accordance with GDPR and Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU) data protection policies. 
Interview recordings will be scored securely on MMU OneDrive, and they will be transcribed and anonymised. Identifiable information will be removed from transcripts and data will be pseudonymised (your name will not be used in any reports or publications).
Only the researcher and academic supervisor will have access to identifiable data. 

How will you use my information?
The data will be analysed as part of an MSc dissertation project. Findings may be presented in academic reports or publications. 
You will remain anonymous in all reports and publications. No identifiable information will be included. 

Will my data be sent anywhere else, or shared with other people or organisations?
Data will not be shared outside of the research team (the student researcher and academic supervisor).
Microsoft Teams and MMU OneDrive will be used as secure data processing platforms. No data will be transferred outside the UK. No third-party transcription services will be used. 

When will you destroy my information?
Personal identifiable data (e.g., consent forms, audio recordings) will be securely stored and retained in line with Manchester Metropolitan University policy, typically for up to 5 years following completion of the project. 
Audio recordings will be deleted once transcription is complete. 

Data Protection Law 
Data protection legislation requires that we state the ‘legal basis’ for processing information about you. In the case of research, this is ‘a task in the public interest.’ If we use more sensitive information about you, such as information about your health, religion, or ethnicity (called ‘special category’ information), our basis lies in research in the public interest. Manchester Metropolitan is the Controller for this information and is responsible for looking after your data and using it in line with the requirements of the data protection legislation applicable in the UK.
You have the right to make choices about your information under the data protection legislation, such as the right of access and the right to object, although in some circumstances these rights are not absolute. If you have any questions, or would like to exercise these rights, please contact the researcher or the University Data Protection Officer using the details below. 
You can stop being a part of the study at any time, without giving a reason. You can ask us to delete your data at any time, but it might not always be possible. If you ask us to delete information within two weeks, we will make sure this is done. If you ask us to delete data after this point, we might not be able to. If your data is anonymised, we will not be able to withdraw it, because we will not know which data is yours.

What will happen to the results of the research study? 
The results of this study will form part of my MSc dissertation at Manchester Metropolitan University. Findings may also be used in presentations, reports or academic publications related to forensic psychology, however, all responses will be anonymised and unidentifiable.  

Who has reviewed this research project?
This project has been reviewed and approved via EthOS, Manchester Metropolitan University’s ethical review system, which ensures compliance with university ethical standards for research involving human participants. 

Who do I contact if I have concerns about this study or I wish to complain?
Aimee Sutton, Key Researcher, AIMEE.C.SUTTON@stu.mmu.ac.uk
Suzanne Wheeler, Dissertation Supervisor, s.wheeler@mmu.ac.uk
If you would like to make a complaint or raise any concerns, please contact the Faculty of Health and Education Research Ethics and Governance Committee at FOHE-ethics@mmu.ac.uk
Manchester Metropolitan Data Protection Officer Our Data Protection Officer can be contacted using the dataprotection@mmu.ac.uk e-mail address, by calling +44 (0)7584 330586 or in writing to: Data Protection Officer, Legal & Governance, Ormond Building, Lower Ormond Street, Manchester, M15 6BX

UK Information Commissioner’s Office
You have the right to complain directly to the Information Commissioner’s Office if you would like to complain about how we process your personal data:
https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/

Samaritans (available 24/7)
· A UK charity that provides free, confidential, emotional support to anyone in distress 
· Call 116 123  
Mind 
· A UK mental health charity that offers information, advice and support 
· Call 0300 102 1234 (support line)
· Call 0300 123 3393 (information line)
LawCare 
· A charity specifically for legal professionals 
· Offers confidential, emotional support and peer support 
· Understands job-specific pressures
· Call 0800 279 6888 (open Monday-Friday 9am till 5pm)

THANK YOU FOR CONSIDERING PARTICIPATING IN THIS PROJECT 
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